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this distance, we have counted twelve villages estab-
lished on its banks; but if one penetrate into the
small continent enclosed between lake Erie and the
Ohio, one will find it, according to what has been
told us, much more populous. We have been
specially told of a certain village situated on the
river Kaskaské, in which, we are assured, there are
nearly 800 men.* Each village, whether large or
small, has one or more traders, who have in their
employ engagés for the transportation of peltries.
Behold, then, the English already far within our
territory; and, what is worse, they are under the
protection of a crowd of savages whom they entice
to themselves, and whose number increases every
day. Their design is, without doubt, to establish
themselves there; and, if efficacious measures be not
taken as soon as possible to arrest their progress, we
run very great risk of seeing ourselves quickly driven
from the upper countries, and of being obliged to
confine ourselves to the limits which it may please
those gentlemen to prescribe to us. This is perhaps
all the more true that it does not seem probable. I
resume the thread of my journal.

Riviere a la Roche is very well named. Its bottom
is but one continuous rock; its waters are extremely
shallow. Notwithstanding this, we had the good
fortune to guide our canoes as far as the village of
la Demoiselle. In order to lighten them, we had
landed half of our people. This was thought to
have [occasioned] the loss of Monsieur de Joannes,—
who, having undertaken to follow a savage who was
going to hunt, lost himself in the woods, and remained
there two days without our being able to obtain any
news of him, in spite of all the efforts which we



